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2 CENTRAL PRISONS
 FACE OVERCROWDING
OF INMATES: CAG

NAVEEN KUMAR | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 26

Prisons are facing issues of
overcrowding in two of three
Central prisons, non-segrega-
tion of women convicts and
undertrials, among others, the
CAG report said on Friday. The
audit also observed that during
the period 2014-19, eight prison-
ers had escaped of whom three
were at large as of September
2020.

The report noted that vacan-
cies were at 30 per cent, sug-
gesting lack of adeguate man-
power. It said the state has not
prepared a manual, which
could have provisions for inclu-
sive participation and prison-
ers’ welfare such as prisoners’
panchayat and board of wisi-
tors. Industrial training for
skill development and employ-
ment opportunities to facilitate
their rehabilitation are not
available to prisoners and the
wages paid are not rationalised,
said the report. It said a draft
prison manual had been sub-
mitted to the government in
September 2016 but it had not
been approved till May 2020.
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Crowded prisons of Telangana causc tor
concern, says CAG report

Though the State Prisons Department has initiated u slew of measures for the welfare of

inmmates, crowding is sfill @ capse for copcern in Telangana jails.

HYDLRABAD: Though the Swte Prizons Department nas initated a slew ol measures o
the wellare of Inmates, crowding is still a cause for concern in Telangana jails The delay n
segregauton of women convicts and undertrials, with the shortaye of staffers, is also pooving
(o be a Feadache lor the depariment.

Accarding ro the Compuoller and Auditor General (CAG) report, the prisons in Tclangana
arc uvercrowded by upto 69 per cent, while the department is reeling under a 33 per cenl slaft
shortuge. "This suggests lack of adequale worktorce lor prison administration and
management.” the repont observed.

The CAG report poined out the securily lapses. prisoners requirements, health and
medicalears. reforms and rehabilitation measures, special remission for releass of prsenaes.
and the cducation system in the jails in Telangana.

I1 statec tha: the Siate nad consfituted a commitice in July 2010, for preparing u uew Prison
AManual. Though tne dralt manual was submitted 1o the sovernment in Scptember, 2010, 1
has not vet approved the manual which had provisions for inclusive parlicipation and
prisoners’ wellare, inlcuding priseners' panchayat and board ol visiurs.

Training for skill development and employment opportunities to facilitate rchahilitaton ars
not availahle to prisuners anc the wages poid to them are not rationaliscd. the report lound.

|

As per the Modcl Prison Marual (MPM), the cxeess number aof prisoners have mw he
translerred to other institutions. However. the audit did not {ind any plans by the authorties
1o this regard. In response. the DG (Prisons) stated thal a proposal was sent o the goverimeil
for upgradation of two district jails in Nizamabad and Sangarcddy. as cenmal prisons so that
an average of 1,000 prisoners could be admitted there, Governmens stated that the proposal
was uader examination.

With respect 1o women prisoners. in the Mahbubnagar Districl Jail and Special Prison for
Women, women vonvicts and undertrinl prisoncrs are peing vonfined in the samc barrack.
When non-compliance (o0 MPM was pointed onr, the prison authorities in Mahbubnagar said
that this wus happening due to shorlage of a single barrach with 20 orisoners’ cup;xcitix i
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Wasteful expenditure by Sircilla civic body

HANS NEWS SERVICE
SAIFABAD

THE Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) has found wasteful expenditure
of Rs 2.54 crore in the construction of
intermediate pumping station even after
initiation of water supply to Sircilla Mu-
nicipality under Mission Bhagiratha,

The report states that government
launched Mission Bhagiratha in Novem-
ber 2014 for supply of drinking water to
rural and urban areas. Telangana Drink-
ing Water Supply Corporation (TDWSC)
was constituted for planningand execu-
tion of this project. It was decided that
all ongoing water supply schemes out-
side the boundaries of Urban Local Bod-
ies (ULB) shall be completed by Public
Health Engineering Department and
any new scheme outside the boundaries
of ULBs would be executed by the TD-
WSC.

The Sircillamunicipality draws water
from Lower Manair Dam, Karimnagar
as source under Sircilla Water Supply
Improvement Scheme. In April 2013 the
Municipality resolved to construct an

intermediate pumping station with 13th
Finance Commission grants near Kodu-
rupakavillage which is outside the
boundaries of the ULB, at an estimated
cost of Rs 2.85 crore. Audit observed
(July 2018) that the work of “Construc-
tion of Intermediate pumping station at
Kodurupaka' was awarded (June 2015)
to acontractor despite specific direction
(November 2014) from the government
not to take up any new work outside the
ULB." The work was completed in May
2016 ata cost of 2.53 crore. However, the
pumping station is not being used, as
drinking water is supplied to Sircilla Mu-
nicipality under Mission Bhagiratha
with effect from March 2018. The De-
partment did not furnish specific reply
for taking up construction of pumping
station after launching of Mission Bha-
piratha, the report said, 1t however,
stated (May 2019) that the pumpingsta-

tion has been kept as a standby for use
in case of any exigency. The reply is not
acceptable as the Municipality discon-
nected High Tension (HT) power con-
nection of pumping station in May 2018

itself since it was not operational.

Construction of Inter-
mediate pumping sta-
tion at Kodurupaka’
was awarded (June
2015) to a contractor
despite specific direc-
tion (November 2014)

rom the government
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e-hospital records poorly
managed in Telangana

~ SAIFABAD
THE Comptroller of Auditor
General has revealed that thee-
Hospital Management System e-
HMS, an electronicrecord man-
agementsystem which store the
patient data and track their med-
ical history,did not function ef-
fectively due to inadequate vali-
dation controls and inaccuracies
in data such as spelling mistakes,
missing contact numbers and in-
appropriate date on files.
| The auditor analysed data of

22.47 lakh patients from October
2015 toMarch 2019 and found
that only 2.25 lakh patients’ con-
tact numbers wereavailable in
records, and of them 2,098 con-
tact numbers wereinvalid. It was
also observed that the entries in
mandatory fields such as patient
name, father’s name, address,
date of births.

The CAG report on the dis-
charge summary disclosed that
in 475 cases thedate of admis-
sion was mentioned after the

date of discharge and alsoallot-
ment of bed was recorded after
the date of discharge in
5,706cases out of 39,993, Simi-
larly, the bed allocation details
of 1.11akh(73 per cent) out of 1.51
lakh inpatients were also not
available. Itis said that in 40,940
cases bed allocation was delayed.

The Comptroller of Auditor
General also observed that the
144 doctorsand nurses had not
logged into e-HMS once at least
since the user IDwas created and
229 users accessed only once.
The Centre forDevelopment of
Advanced Computing CDAC has
provided training to 1,172users
during 2015 -18. During the
scrutiny it came to be knowledge
that thedata of 744 users is not
available with the e-HMS.The
project was started under the
Ministry of Electronics andin-
formation Technology (MeitY),
in May 2014 in Telangana, it was
fully funded by the Government
of India with a total outlay of
10.49 crore.
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HMWSSB favoured contractor unduly

HANS NEWS SERVICE
KHAIRATABAD

THE Comptroller and Auditor-General
(CAG) on Friday found a non-enforce-
ment of contractual provisions by the
Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (HMWSSB) re-
sulting in undue favour of Rs 1.05 crore
toa contractor.

The CAG report stated that the
Telangana government accorded ad-
ministrative approval and technical
sanction in February 2015 for Rs 58.96
crore for construction of a ‘ring sewer
main’ to divert sewage from the Kukat-
pally Nala to prevent it from flowing
downstream of Hussainsagar lake.

In April the works were divided into
four packages and entrusted to two
agencies (agency 1: package-1 (Rs 7.23
crore), package-I11 (Rs 7.80 crore);
agency 2: package-11 (Rs 7.87 crore) and

package-1V (Rs4.82 crore). The report
stated that as against the scheduled
date of completion of October 2015, the
work was completed in April 2016.
During joint inspection on July 2016
conducted by HMWSSB with the
Transco authorities, the board re-
quested the latter to carry out neces-
sary repairs and offered to pay ex-
penses. The repairs were done by
Transco and a claim of Rs 1.05 crore
was levied towards damage charges.

— e

o CAG stated that for a ring sewer main, a joint inspection was
conducted in July 2016 by HMWSSB and Transco authorities.

o The board requested the latter to carry out necessary repairs and
offered to pay expenses. The repairs were done by Transco and a
claim of Rs 1.05 crore was levied towards damage charges.

o The board paid Rs 1.05 crore to Transco towards rectification work
for the damaged UG cable at the Necklace Road.

o It did not, however, invoke the contractual clauses to recover this

amount from the contractor

The water board paid Rs 1.05 crore
(during December 2015 to July 2017)
to Transco towards rectification work
for the damaged UG cable at the Neck-
lace Road. It did not, however, invoke
the contractual clauses to recover this
amount from the contractor.

However, in response to an audit
query about reasons for the non-recov-
ery of expenditure for damages from
the contractor, HMWSSB stated in
April 2018 that the damages were not
due to negligence of the contractor, but
rather due to narrow space for the exe-
cution of work and loose nature of soil,
which triggered extensive collapse be-
yond the width of the trench damaging
the adjacent power cables, The board
confirmed in November 2019 that it
had not recovered the amount of
Rs.1.05 crore paid to Transco from the
contractor.

The reply is contrary to the contrac-

tual conditions which clearly stipulate
that the responsibility of protection of
utilities rests with the contractor. Any
damage to any utility resulting from the
contractor’s operations shall be re-
paired at the contractor’s expense, said
CAG.

The justification put forth by the
HMWSSB, that narrow space for the
execution of work and loose nature of
the soil triggered extensive collapses
beyond the width of the trench damag-
ing the adjacent power cables and that
it was not due to negligence of the con-
tractor is only an attempt to exonerate
the contractor and not enforcing con-
tractual conditions, which amounts to
extending undue favour to the contrac-
tor.

The matter was reported to the gov-
ernment in February 2020; the reply is
awaited (September 2020), the CAG re-
port added.
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CAG picks holes in BC scholarships

TN | ar 27, 2024, D408 A 15T

Hyderabad: The CAG audit report sald there were several Iregulatities and deviations In "Mahetrna Jyothiba Phuls BC
Overseas Vidya NIdhI' scheme 10 support merttorious studsns to sty In forelgn universides,
The repott sald the government has deviated from Its own guldelines and insligible etudents berwfied,

The raport sald every year 300 eligible backoward caste students pursuing past graduata and PhiD courses are given R 20 lakh
In two Instaiments towands fess and Iing sxpenses,

Audh of the schams In June 2019 showed thet thu departmant duvinted from the guldelines W provide scholership of Re 1.90
cronu 10 18 studerta (out of 749 cosen whara scholnmhips ware gramed) who did not maeet the eligibhity criiada.

*The achama was Introducad In Octobar 2016 and waa applicabla for studams who were admitad from fall seasion of 2016-17.
However, six applicants, who Joined PG coursez prior to Infroduction of the scheme were sanctioned scholarships as special

cases,” the report aald,

It added, “Second, scholarship was sancioned to one appiicant for Kyrgyzstan as a gpedal case during 2017-18 athough the
country was not In the list of admizsible countries for grant of scholarzhip and five spplicants who had already completed thelr
first post-gradunte abrosd were sanctioned scholarships for pursuing second post-graduatz Course {apant from humanttes) as

special cases.”

it further snid, *Five applicants were paid full scholarship amount in contravention of govemment orders resiricting finonclal
aaeistance depending on duration of the course.”
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Water board favoured contractor: CAG

TNIN | Miar 27, 2021, D4.04 AM IST

Hyderaback: The audit repart alleged that the Hyderabad Matropoittan Water Supply and Sewerags Board (HMWSS.SB) hed
given undus favour te the contractar In the wark taleen up at & coet of Rs 58,96 crona for construction of a RIng Sewer Main to
civert sewags from Kukeatpally Nala t prevent It fram flowing Into the downstream of Hussainsager lales. In April 2015, the
works ware divided Into four pecksges and antrusted 1o two agencles and complated In 2016,

Ag per the contracting condiions, all risica of lues of or demage to physlcal proparty which arises during and In consequence of
the performance of the contract, other than the axpected risks, wers the responshility of the contrector, Dus to the exscution
of the works, the cables of tha TS Transco got damagad.,

The rapairs wera carried aut by Transea and a dalm of Ra 1.06 crore was leviad towards damage charges and tha HMWS&SH
pald the amount to Transcn towards ractificatlan worls for the demegad UG Cable st Nackiaca Road. it did not, howevar,
Invoka the confractual clauses to recovear this amount from the contrecior.
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