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Telangana failed to protect lakes: CAG report 
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D ___ ._.-....,_ ........ Cheruvu 
shrank due to 
HUDA,GHMC 
T .S.S. SIDDHARTH I ,DC 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 2·6 

The erstwhile HUDA and the 
GHMC are responsible for 
the shrinkage of ll1e Durgam 
Chcruvu it1 Jubilee? Hms, the 
Comptroller and Audito1r 
General of India has said. 

J\ccording to a CAG report 
the lake which was notified 
under the Ku.katpa.Uy Zonal 
Development Plan in AJ>rU 
1986, had, ove1· a J)eriod, soon 
"buildings come up in and 
around the lake area, with 
the layouts being duly 
approved by HUDA. Three or 
such approved six layouts 
were cancelled after the flash 
ftoods in 2000." 

The CAG said that HUDA 
did not take any decision on 
cancellation of the remain• 
ing three layouts. An area or 
156.16 acres had been demar­
cated as the full tank level of 
the lake in 2006 by the irriga­
tion department. 

Of this, the revenue depart• 
ment found in September 
2010, that 31.16 acres had 
been commercially devel• 
oped. As per the lake mem­
oir, the bund of the Jake was 
213metres. 

A ring bund around the 
lake was later constructed by 
GHMC, which further 
reduced the run tank level of 
Durgam Cheruvu. A cycling 

C" THE CAG said that HUDA 
did not taike any decision on 
canceUation of the 1remaining 
three layouts. An area ,of 
156.16 acres had been 
demarcated as the full tank 
level ,of the 'lake in 2005 by 
the irrigation department. 

track and walking track, laid 
at a cost of ~48 lakh by a cor• 
1mratc body in 2017, only 
added to the constr iction of 
the lake. Though the lake 
protection committee (LPC) 
instructed the GH:MC in 
September 2013 to n.~movc 
the ring bund. it was not 
implemented. 

.. The reasons for non­
implementation of the LPC 
decision were not on record. 
Construction of permanent 
structures within the lake, 
especially in the context of 
non-finalisation of .lake 
boundaries and encroach• 
ments in the FTL and buffer 
area~ would result in perma• 
nent reduction of FTL area." 
the report said. 

Historically, the Durgam 
Cheruvu at Raidurg in 
Krishna basin, was a som·cc 
of water supJ>lY to the 
Golconda fort during the 
Qutub Shahi rule. "J'he lake1 

part of a cl1ain of lakes, was 
restored in 197-0. 
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Water Board cooked 
up supply figures: CAG 
Not fixing meters causes Board ~1,209 crore loss 
MADDY DEEKSHITH 
IDC 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 26 

The Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Board (HMWS&SB), sup­
posed to supply 150 litre 
per person per day has 
been supplying only an 
average of 71 litres in 
the city. By not fixing 
meters. the Board suf­
fered a revenue loss 
n ,209 crore. The 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) in a 
report said analysis of 
the monthly water lifted 
from source showed that 
water available for sup­
ply to the HMWS&SB 
area ranged from 109.69 
to 118.19 litres per 
person per day during 
2013-18. 

The actual supply of 
water, as reflected in the 
monthly bills of domes­
tic customers. ranged 
from 66 to 71 litres dur• 
lng 2013- 2018. 

The CAG said the dif­
ference between gross 
availability per person 
(based on quantity lift• 
ed) and actual supply 
per domestic connection 
(based on monthly bllls) 
is due to water losses 
during transmission and 
distribution and water 
supplied beyond the 
Board•s Jurisdiction and 
to other consumers. 

An analysis of the data 
furnished by the 
HMWS&SB revealed 
that the Board assessed 
water supply at 120-140 
litres per person a day 
by using faulty methods. 

Lack of coordination 
costs Board ~5.17 er 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD. MARCH 26 

The Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) 
stated that lack of coor­
dination betw~n the 
Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board 
(HMWS&SB) and TS 
Southern Power 
Distribution Company 
Limited (TSSPDCL) has 
resulted overspending of 
~5.17 crore. 

The Water Board. the 
CAG said, accorded 
administtative sanction 
in August 2012 to Phase 

• WA1Et LOSSES at 
39% were added to the 
water distributed and 
divided by the population 
to arrive at per capita 
consumption. 
surprisingly, the board 
initiated the meter fixing 
project in 2018 without 
revealing the CAG report. 

lll of the Krishna 
Drinking Water Su 1lply 
Project costing O ,670 
crore to bring water to 
Hyderabad. It was com­
missioned in December 
2015. 

Audit scrutiny showed 
that after receiving 
administrative sanction, 
the Water Board did not 
immediately inform the 
power ut ility. In March 
2013, the 'I'SSPDCL, 
unaware of the sanction 
of water pipeline. laid 
an underground power 
cable on the same route 
at a cost of t 5.58 crore. 
The power cable got 

damaged in January 
2014 during d igging of 
trial pits for laying the 
pipeline. A joint inspec­
tion by the Water Board 
and TSSPDCL found in 
December 2014 that it 
would not be possible to 
accommodate the power 
cable and water pipeline 
in a 6.3-l<m stretch from 
the P.V. Narnsimha Rao 
Expressway Pillar 117 
{Karwan substation) to 
Pillar 293 
{Sivaram1n1Uy). The 
Water Board requested 
the TSSPDCL to reroute 
the new cable and paid 
the cost of the exercise. 

82% CONSUMERS IN HYDERABAD 
DO NOT HAVE WATER MElERS 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 26 

has since the last three 
years made installing of 
the meter mandatory for 
residential and bulk con­
nections in gated com­
munities and commer­
cial zones. 

I 

I 

The water losses at 39 
per cent were added to 
the water distributed 
and divided by the popu­
lation to arrive at per 
capita consumption. 
Surprisingly, the water 

· board initiated the 
meter fbdng project ln 
2018 without revealing 
the CAG report. 

Eighty-two per cent city 
consumers do not have 
wate1· meters, and that is 
a major challenge in 
measuring the actual 
amount of water con• 
sumed, the CAG has said 
in a report, covering the 
years 2013-18 presented 
in tbe Assembly on 
Friday. 

To be able to measm-e 
the quantity of water 
used by individual units, 
the state government 

This would help to 
understand the actual 
number of unaccounted 
customers and ascertain 
those who are drawing 
water illegally in the 
supply chain. The new 
scheme offering 20,000 
litres free makes instal­
lation of water meters 
mandatory. 


