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THE TAMIL NADU DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES

ACT, 1920
(Tamil Nadu Act V of 1920)

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to District Municipalities.

Preamble .— WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law relating to
District Municipalities in the [State of Tamil Nadu] and whereas the previous sanction of the
Governor-General has been obtained under Section 79 of the Government of India Act, 1915,
to the passing of this Act; It is hereby enacted as follows :—

PART I
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY

1. Title and extent .— (1) This Act may be called the ?[Tamil Nadu] District
Municipalities Act, 1920.

3[(2) It extends to the whole of the ![State of Tamil Nadu], except the City of
4[Chennai].

2. Repeal of enactments .—The enactments mentioned in Schedule | are repealed to the
extent specified in the fourth column thereof.

3. Definitions .—In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context
5[(1)*****]

1. Substituted for the expression "Presidency of Madras" by the Tamil Nadu
Adaptation of Laws Order, 1970, which was deemed to have come into force on
the 14th January 1969.

2. Substituted for the word "Madras" by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order,
1969, as amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment)
Order, 1969, which came into force on the 14th January 19609.

3. Substituted for the original sub-section by Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu District
Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).

4. Substituted for the word "Madras™ by the City of Madras (Alteration of Name) Act,
1996 (Tamil Nadu Act 28 of 1996))

5. This clause was omitted by Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act,
1973 (Tamil Nadu Act 17 of 1973).
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[(1-B)] 'Appoint’ includes to appoint temporarily or in an officiating capacity ;
(2) "Appointment’ includes temporary and officiating appointments ;

2[(2-A)****]
2[“(2-A) “area sabha” means, in relation to an area, the body of all the persons
registered in the electoral rolls pertaining to all polling booths in the area:”]?

(3) 'Building" includes a house, out-house, stable, latrine, shed, hut, wall (other than a
boundary wall not exceeding eight feet in height) and any other such structure, whether of
masonry, bricks, wood, mud, metal or any other material whatsoever ;

(4) 'Building-line" means a line which is in rear of the street alignment and to which
the main wall of a building abutting on a street may lawfully extend;

3[(5) "Carriage’ means any wheeled vehicle with springs or other appliances acting as
springs and includes any kind of bicycle, tricycle, rickshaw and palanquin, but does not
include any motor vehicle within the meaning of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914;

(6) 'Cart' includes any wheeled vehicle which is not a carriage but does not include any
motor vehicle within the meaning of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914%] ;

(7) 'Casual vacancy' means a vacancy occurring otherwise than by efflux by time
[***] and "casual election' means an election held on the occurrence of a casual vacancy;

®[(7-A) "Chairman' means the Chairman of the [Third Grade Municipality],
8[Town Panchayat] or the Municipality, as the case may be;]

°[(8) 'Company" means a Company as defined in the Indian Companies Act, 1913
(Central Act VI1I of 1913)*, or. formed in pursuance of an Act of Parliament °[of the United
Kingdom] or of Royal Charter or Letters Patent, or of an Act of the Legislature of a British
Possession and includes any firm or

=

Clause (1) of the original section was re-numbered as clause (1-B) by Section 4 (i) of the
Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930)
2. Clause (2-A) was inserted by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities Act, 1995 (Tamil

Nadu Act 34 of 1995)and omitted by the Tamil Nadu Municipal Laws (Second

Amendment)Act,1996(Tamil Nadu Act 17 of 1996) and newly inserted by Act 35 of 2010
3. Substituted for the original clauses by Schedule | to the Tamil Nadu Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act, 1931 (Tamil Nadu Act 111 of 1931).

4. See now, the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (Central Act 59 of 1988).

5. The words "in the office of an elected Councillor, Vice-Chairman or Chairman" were
omitted by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu
Act X of 1930).

6. Inserted by Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1994 (25 of 1994)

7. Substituted for the words "Town Panchayat” by Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004.

8. The words Town Panchayat' added by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.

9. This clause was substituted for the original clause by Section 4(iii) of the Tamil Nadu

District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930.
10. These words were inserted by the Adaptation (Amendment) Order of 1950.
* See now the Companies Act, 1956 (Central Act | of 1956).
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association carrying on business in the [State of Tamil Nadu] whether incorporated or not
and whether its principal place of business is situated in the 2[said State] or not]

3(8-A) 'drain' means a rain or storm water drain and water tables, chutes and the said
drain exclusively meant to drain away the rain water falling on the surface of any street,
bridge or causeway, but does not include a drain or sewer within the meaning of the
4[Chennai] Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Act, 1978];(Tamil Nadu Act 28 of
1978)

5[(8-AA) "Election authority' means such authority not being the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman or a Councillor as may be prescribed] ;

°[(8-B) 'European’ means any person of European descent who either

was born in or has a domicile in the United Kingdom or in any British Possession or in any
S[part of India], or whose father was so born or has or had up to the date of the birth of the
person in question such a domicile]

"[(8-C) "Executive Authority' means an officer of the State Government,

or of the local authority (not being the Chairman or Vice-Chairman or a member of the
Council) as may be specified by the State Government] ;

(9) 'Filth" includes sewage, night-soil, dung, dirt, putrid and putrefying substances and
all offensive matter;

8[(9-A) "Finance Commission' means the Commission referred to in Section 124-B ;]

(10) 'Hill station® means a place specified in Schedule Il and includes any other place
which may be notified by the °[State] Government as a hill station ;

(11) "Hut' means any building which is constructed principally of wood, mud, leaves,
grass or thatch and includes any temporary structure of whatever

1. Substituted for the expression "Presidency of Madras™ by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of
Laws Order, 1970.

2. These words were substituted for the words "said Presidency" by ibid.

3. Inserted by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1978 (Tamil Nadu
Act 23 of 1978)

4. Substituted for the word "Madras" by the City of Madras (Alteration of Name Act, 1996
(Tamil Nadu Act 28 of 1996))

5. Clauses (8-AA) and (8-B) were inserted by Section 4(iv) of the Tamil Nadu District
Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).

6. Substituted for the words "State of India™ by Section 4 of, and the Third Schedule to, the
Tamil Nadu Repealing and Amending Act, 1967 (Tamil Nadu Act XXV of 1967).

7. Substituted by Tamil Nadu Act of 23/1978.

8. Added by The Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu
Act 25 of 1994).

9. The words "Provincial Government™ were substituted for the words "Local Government"
by the Adaptation Order of 1937 and the word "State™ was substituted for "Provincial™ by
the Adaptation Order of 1950.
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size or any small building of whatever material made which the Council may declare to be a
hut for the purposes of this Act;

[(11-A) "Indian Christian' means a native of India who is or in good faith claims to
be, of unmixed Asiatic descent and who professes any form of the Christian religion.]

2[(11-B) "Inspector' means any officer not below the rank of a District Collector
appointed by the State Government to exercise or perform any of the powers or duties of the
Inspector under this Act;]

(12) 'Latrine’ includes privy, water-closet and urinal;
"(12-A) ]

4[(12-B) 'Local authority" includes a Cantonment authority] ;

2[(12-C) "Municipal Council' means the Council of the Third Grade Municipality °[the
Town Panchayat] or the Municipality, as the case may be;

(12-D) "Municipality' means an institution of self-government constituted for a smaller
urban area as defined in clause (2) of Article 243 Q of the Constitution;]

(13)'Municipal office’ means the principal office of any Municipal Council;

(14) 'Nuisance" includes any act, omission, place or thing causes or is likely to cause
injury, danger, annoyance or offence to the sense of sight, smell or hearing or which is or
may be dangerous to life or injurious to health or property;

(15) 'Occupier’ includes any person for the time being paying or liable to pay to the
owner, the rent or any portion of the rent of the land or building or part of the same in respect
of which the word is used;

®[(16) 'Ordinary vacancy' means a vacancy occurring by efflux of time and means an
election held on the occurrence of an ordinary vacancy] ;

(17) "Owner* includes (a) the person for the time being receiving or entitled to receive
whether on his own account or as agent, trustee, guardian, manager

1. This clause was inserted by Section 4(v) of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).

2. Added by The Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu
Act 25 of 1994).

3. Clause (12-A) was omitted by the Adaptation Order of 1937.

4. This clause was inserted by Section 4 (vi) of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).

5. The word "Town Panchayat' added by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.

6. This clause was substituted for the original clause by Section 4(vii) of the Tamil Nadu
District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).
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or receiver for another person, or for any religious or charitable purpose the rent or profits of
the property, in connexion with which the word is used, and (b) the person for the time being
in charge of the animal or vehicle, in connexion with which the word is used ;

(18)'Palanquin® includes tonjons, manchils and chairs carried by men by means of
posts, but not slings or cots used for the conveyance of children or aged or sick people.

(18-A) ["Panchayat Town'" means an area in transition from a rural area to an urban
area classified as Panchayat Town under Section 3P ;

(19) 'Prescribed’ means prescribed by the 2[State Government] by rules made under
this Act;

(20) 'Private street’ means any street, road, square, court, alley, passage or riding-path,
which is not a ‘public street' but does not include a pathway made by the owner of premises
on his own land to secure access to or the convenient use of such premises ;

(21) "Public street' means any street, road, square, court, alley, passage or riding-path
3[over which the public have a right of way] whether a thoroughfare or not, and include —
(a) the roadway over any public bridge or causeway;

(b) the footway attached to any such street, public bridge or causeway; and

(c) the drains attached to any such street, public bridge or causeway and the land,
whether covered or not by any pavement, verandah, or other structure, which lies on either
side of the roadway upto the boundaries of the adjacent property whether that property is
private property or property belonging to *[the Government] ;

(22) 'Public water-courses, springs, wells and tanks" include those used by the public
to such an extent as to give a prescriptive right to such use ;

(23) "Railway" includes a tramway;

1. Substituted by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.

2. The words "Provincial Government" were substituted for the words "Local Government"
by the Adaptation Order of 1937 and the words "State" was substituted for "Provincial”
by the Adaptation Order of 1950.

3. These words which occurred after the words "whether a thoroughfare or not" were placed
before those words by Section 4 (viii) of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 1930 (Tamil Nadu Act X of 1930).

4. The words the Crown" were substituted for the word "Government” by the Adaptation
Order of 1937 and the word "Government” was substituted for "Crown™ by the
Adaptation Order of 1950.
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(24) 'Reconstruction’ of a building includes —

(a) the re-erection wholly or partially of a building after more than one-half of its
cubical contents has been taken down or burnt down, or has fallen down whether at one time
or not;

(b) the re-erection wholly or partially of any building of which an outer wall has
been taken down or burnt down or has fallen down to or within ten feet of the ground
adjoining the lowest storey of the building, and of any frame building which has so far been
taken down or burnt down or has fallen down as to leave only the frame work of the lowest
storey;

(c) the conversion into a dwelling-house or a place of public worship of any
building not originally constructed for human habitation or for public worship, as the case
may be, or the conversion into more than one dwelling-house of a building originally
constructed as one dwelling-house only or the conversion of a dwelling-house into a factory;

(d) the re-conversion into a dwelling-house or a place of public worship or a factory
of any building which has been discontinued as, or appropriated for any purpose other than, a
dwelling-house or a place of public worship or factory, as the case may be ;

(25) "Residence', 'Reside’ .— A person is deemed to have his 'residence’ or to 'reside’
in any house if he sometimes uses any portion thereof as a sleeping apartment, and
a person is not deemed to cease to reside in any such house merely because he is absent
from it or has elsewhere another dwelling in which he resides, if he is at liberty to [return to
such house] at any time and has not abandoned his intention of returning ;

(26) 'Rubbish' means dust, ashes, broken bricks, mortar, broken glass, and refuse of
any kind which is not ‘filth';
(27) 'Salary' means pay and acting pay or payment by way of commission and includes

exchange compensation allowances, but not allowances for house-rent, carriage-hire, or
travelling expenses ;

(28) 'Scavenger' means a person employed in collecting or removing filth, in cleaning
drains or slaughter-houses or in driving carts used for the removal of filth;

2[(28-A) "Scheduled Castes' shall have the same meaning as in the
Constitution ;

1. These words were substituted for the words "return thereto” in the original clause by
Section 4 (ix) of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1930) (Tamil
Nadu Act X of 1930).

2. Substituted for clause (28-A) by the Tamil Nadu Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 1973
(Tamil Nadu Act 17 of 1973).
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(28-B) 'Scheduled Tribes' shall have the same meaning as in the Constitution.]

[(28-C) #'[Tamil Nadu] State Election Commission" means the State Election
Commission referred in Section 43-B;

(28-D) ?"'[Tamil Nadu] State Election Commissioner' means the 2[Tamil Nadu State
Election Commissioner] referred to in Section 43-B;]

(29)'Street alignment' means a line dividing the lands comprised in and forming part
of a street from the adjoining land ;

(29-A) 3[“Third Grade Municipality or Town Panchayat] means
an institution of self-government constituted for a transitional area as defined in clause (2) of
Acrticle 243-Q of the Constitution,]

*[(29-AA) "Transitional area™ means an area in transition from a rural area to an
urban area classified as transitional area under Section 3-B.

°[“(29-B) “Ward committee” means the ward committee referred to in section 24-C;
(29-BB) “Wards committee” means the wards committee referred to in section 24-B; ]9

(30)*Water-course' includes any river, stream, or channel whether natural or artificial;
(31) "Year' means the financial year.
S[CHAPTER I-A.
S[THIRD GRADE MUNICIPALITIES]
3-A. Application of Chapter .—This Chapter shall apply only to the ?[Third Grade
Municipalities.]
3-B. Formation of 3[Third Grade Municipalities] .— (1) The Governor ,—

() may, having regard to the revenue generated for local administration, the
percentage of employment in non-agricultural activities, the economic importance or such
other factors as he deems fit, by notification, classify and declare every local area comprising
a revenue village or villages or any portion of a revenue village or contiguous portions of two
or more revenue Vvillages and having.a population estimated at not less than ‘[thirty thousand]
as a 8[Transitional Area] for the purposes of this Act; and

1. Clases (28C) and (28D) were inserted by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities

(Amendment) Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu Act 25 of 1994)

Substituted by Tamil Nadu Act 22 of 2001.

3. Substituted for the words "town Panchayat” by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004) and again substituted for “Third
Grade Municipalities” by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006

Inserted by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.
Substituted for clause (29B) by Act 35 of 2010 (29.10.2010)

Chapter I-A (Sections 3-A to 3-N) was inserted by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu Act 25 of 1994).

Amended by Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004.

8. Substituted for the words "Panchayat town" by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

N
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(b) shall, by notification, specify the name of such [Third Grade Municipality] :

(2) In every ?[Transitional area] declared as such under sub-Section (1), there shall be
established a ![Third Grade Municipality].

(3) (a) The Governor may, by notification, exclude from a ?[Transitional area] any area
comprised therein, provided that the population of the 2[transitional area] after such
exclusion, is not less than 3[thirty thousand].

(b) In regard to any area excluded under clause (a), the Governor shall, by
notification under sub-section (1), declare it to be a ?[transitional area] if it has a population
of not less than 3[thirty thousand] or if its population is less than *[thirty thousand], include it
in any contiguous [transitional area] under clause (c) (i) ;

(c) The Governor may, by notification -
(i) include in a 2[transitional area] any local area contiguous thereto;
or
(i) cancel or modify a notification issued under sub-section (1) ; or
(iii) alter the, name of the ?[transitional area] specified under clause (b) of sub-
section (1).

(d) Before issuing a notification under clause (a) or under clause (b) read with sub-
section (1) or under clause (c), the Governor shall give the [Third Grade Municipality] or
Third Grade Municipalities] which will be affected by the issue of such notification, a
reasonable opportunity for showing cause against the proposal and shall consider the
explanations and objections, if any, of such [Third Grade Municipality] or {[Third Grade
Municipalities].

(4) Any rate-payer or inhabitant of such area or any *[Third Grade Municipality]
concerned, may, if he or it objects to any notification under subsection (1) or sub-section (3),
appeal to the High Court within such period as may be prescribed.

3-C. Constitution of ![Third Grade Municipalities] .—(1) Save as provided under sub-
section (2), every [Third Grade Municipality] shall consist of the elected members as
determined under Section 3-J.

(2) The following persons shall also be represented in the [Third Grade Municipality],
namely :—

1. Substituted for the words "Town Panchayat " by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

2. Substituted for the words "Panchayat town" by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

3. Substituted for the words "five thousand™” by Tamil Nadu Act 23 of 2004.
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1[(&)***]
(b) the members of the House of the People and the members of the State

Legislative Assembly representing a constituency comprising the whole or any part of the
2[Third Grade Municipality] ; and

(c) the members of the Council of States who are registered as electors within the
area of the ?[Third Grade Municipality].

. (3) The persons referred to in sub-section (2) shall be entitled to take part in the
proceedings but shall not have the right to vote in the meetings of the ?[Third Grade
Municipality] ".

3-D. Incorporation of 2[Third Grade Municipality] — (1) A ?[Third Grade
Municipality] shall be constituted for each 3[transitional area] consisting of such number, of
elected members, with effect from such date as may be specified in the notification issued in
that behalf by the Governor.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the administration of the 3[transitional area]
shall vest in the [Third Grade Municipality], but the ?[Third Grade Municipality] shall not be
entitled to exercise functions expressly assigned by or under this Act or any other law to its
Chairman or to any other authority.

(3) Every ?[Third Grade Municipality] shall be a body corporate by the name of the
3[transitional area] specified in the notification issued under Section 3-B, shall have perpetual
succession and a common seal, and, subject to any restrictions or qualifications imposed by
or under this Act or any other law, shall be vested with the capacity of suing or being sued in
its corporate name, of acquiring, holding and transferring property, movable or immovable,
of entering into contracts and of doing all things necessary, proper or expedient for the
purpose for which it is constituted.

3-E. Alteration of classification of 3[transitional area] .— (1) The Governor may alter
any classification, notified under sub-section (1) of Section 3-B, if in his opinion, the
3[transitional area] satisfies or ceases to satisfy the conditions referred to in that sub-section.

(2) Any decision made by the Governor under this section shall not be questioned in a
Court of law.

3-F. Strength of a ?[Third Grade Municipality] .- (1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act, the total number of members of a 2[Third Grade

1. Clause (a) was omitted by Tamil Nadu Act 3 of 1997 w.e.f. 14-8-1996.

2. Substituted for the words "town Panchayat " by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

3. Substituted for the words "Panchayat town" by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004)
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Municipality] "1 shall be notified by the Inspector in accordance with such scale as may be
prescribed with reference to the population as ascertained at the last preceding census of
which the relevant figures have been published :

Provided that for the first election to the ?[Third Grade Municipality] to be held
immediately after the commencement of the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 1994, the provisional population figures of the 2[Third Grade
Municipality] as published in relation to 1991 census shall be deemed to be the population of
the 2[Third Grade Municipality] as ascertained in that census.

(2) The Inspector may, from time to time, by notification, alter the total number of
members of a 2[Third Grade Municipality] notified under sub-section (1).

3-G. Duration of 2[Third Grade Municipality] .— (1) Every ?[Third Grade
Municipality] unless sooner dissolved, shall continue for five years beginning from the date
appointed for its first meeting after each ordinary election and no longer and the expiration of
the said period of five years shall operate as a dissolution of the 2[Third Grade Municipality].

(2) An election to constitute a 2[Third Grade Municipality] shall be completed ,-
(a) before the expiry of its duration specified in sub-section (1) ; or
(b) before the expiration of a period of six months from the date of its dissolution

Provided that where the remainder of the period for which the dissolved ?[Third Grade
Municipality] would have continued is less than six months, it shall not be necessary to hold
any election for constituting the 2[Third Grade Municipality] for such period.

3[3-GG Appointment of Special officer in certain circumstances. - (1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in this Act, or in any other law for the time being in force, in respect of
Sholinghur ?[Third Grade Municipality], which cannot be constituted on the 25th day of
October 2001 even after resorting to election process, the Government may, by notification,
appoint special officer to exercise the powers and discharge the functions of the said 2[Third
Grade Municipality], until the day on which the first meting of the said ?[Third Grade
Municipality] is held after election to the said 2[Third Grade Municipality].

(2) The special officer appointed under sub-section (1) shall hold office only for six
months from the date of his appointment or for such shorter period as the Government may,
by notification, specify in this behalf.

4[3-GGGAppointment of Special Officer in certain circumstances.—(1)
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, or in any other law for the time being in
force, in respect of Koothappar Town Panchayat in Tiruchirappalli

1. The words "exclusive of Chairman™ Omitted by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.

2. Substituted for the words "town Panchayat " by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).
3. Inserted by Tamil Nadu Act 4 of 2002.

4. Inserted by Tamil Nadu Act 35 of 2006.(with effect from 25.10.2006)
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District, which could not be constituted on the 25th day of October 2006, even after resorting
to election process, the Government may, by natification, appoint special officer to exercise
the powers and discharge the functions of the said Town Panchayat, until the day on which
the first meeting of the said Town Panchayat] is held after election to the said Town
Panchayat.

(2) The special officer appointed under sub-section (1) shall hold office only for six
months from the date of his appointment or for such shorter period as the Government may,
by notification, specify in this behalf.]

ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS

3-H. Election of members to ![Third Grade Municipality].—The members of [Third
Grade Municipality] referred to in sub-section (1) of Section 3-C shall be elected in such
manner as may be prescribed :

Provided that no person shall be eligible to be elected under this Act as a member of more
than one Y[Third Grade Municipality].

3-1. Reservation of seats.— (1) Seats shall be reserved for the persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every ![Third Grade Municipality] and the
number of seats so reserved, shall bear, as nearly as may be, the same proportion to the total
number of seats to be filled by direct election in that [Third Grade Municipality] as the
population of the Scheduled Castes in the ![Third Grade Municipality] area or of the
Scheduled Tribes in that }[Third Grade Municipality] area, bears to the total population of
that area.

(2) Seats shall be reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes from among the seats reserved for the persons belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes which shall not be less than one-third of the total number of
seats reserved for the persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.

3[***]

(3) Seats shall be reserved for women in the [Third Grade Municipality] and the
number of seats reserved for women shall not be less than one-third (including the number of
seats reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the
total number of seats in the *[Third Grade Municipality].

(4)(a) The offices of the Chairpersons of the 2[Third Grade Municipalities] shall be
reserved for the persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the
number of offices so reserved shall bear, as nearly as may be, the same proportion to the total
number of offices in the State as the population of the Scheduled Castes in all the 2[Third
Grade Municipalities] in the State or the Scheduled Tribes in all the ![Third Grade
Municipalities] in the State, bears to the total population of all the [Third Grade
Municipalities] in the State.

(b) The offices of Chairpersons of the ![Third Grade Municipalities] shall be
reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled

1. Substituted for the words "Town Panchayat " by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities

(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

Substituted for the words "Town Panchayats™ by ibid.

3. Sub-sections 2 (a) and 2 (b) inserted by the Tamil Nadu Act 34 of 1995 and Omitted by
the Tamil Nadu Act 17 of 1996.
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Tribes from among the offices reserved for the persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes which shall not be less than one-third of the total number of offices
reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.

(5) The offices of the Chairpersons of the [Third Grade Municipalities] shall be
reserved for women and the number of offices reserved for women shall not be less than one-
third (including the number of offices reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of offices of the Chairpersons of the [Third
Grade Municipalities] in the State :

Provided that the offices reserved under this 2[sub-section] and under sub-section (4) shall
be allotted by rotation to different [Third Grade Municipalities] in such manner as may be
prescribed.

(6) The reservation of seats under sub-sections (1) and (2) and the reservation of offices
of Chairpersons under sub-section (4) shall cease to have effect on the expiration of the
period specified in Article 334 of the Constitution.

3-J. Division of 3[Third Grade Municipality] into Wards.— (1) For the purpose of
election of Councillors to a ![Third Grade Municipality], the Inspector shall, after consulting
the Y[Third Grade Municipality], by notification divide the ?[transitional area] into wards and
determine the number of members to be elected in accordance with such scale as may be
prescribed.

(2) Only one member shall be elected from each ward.

3-K. Term of office of members.— (1) Except as otherwise provided in this Act,
members of every {[Third Grade Municipality] elected at an ordinary election, shall, hold
office for a term of five years.

(2) The term of office of the members elected at ordinary election shall commence on
the date appointed for the first meeting of the ![Third Grade Municipality] after such ordinary
election.

(3) The member of a ![Third Grade Municipality] elected in a casual vacancy shall
enter upon the office forthwith but shall hold office only so long as the member in whose
place he is elected would have been entitled to hold office, if the vacancy had not occurred.

3-L. Electoral roll.— (1) The electoral roll of a {[Third Grade Municipality] shall be the
same as the electoral roll of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly prepared and revised in
accordance with the provisions of law for the time being in force in a 3[transitional area] and
shall be deemed to be the electoral roll for such [Third Grade Municipality] for the purposes
of this Act.

(2) No amendment, transposition or deletion of any entry in the electoral roll of the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly made after the last date for making nominations for
elections in any *[Third Grade Municipality] and before the

1. Substituted for the words "town Panchayat " by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

2. Amended by Tamil Nadu Act 34 of 1995 and 17 of 1996.

3. Substituted for the words "Panchayat Town™ by Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004.
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notification of the result of such election, shall form part of the electoral roll for such
election, for the purposes of this section.

3-M. Application of the Act to [Third Grade Municipalities].—The State Government
may, by notification, direct that any of the provisions of this Act and the rules made
thereunder or of any other enactment for the time being in force elsewhere in the State of
Tamil Nadu but not in the ?[transitional area] shall apply to that *[Third Grade Municipality]
to such extent and subject to such modifications, additions and restrictions as may be
specified in the notification.

4[3-MM. Special provisions relating to Village Panchayat constituted as Third Grade
Municipality.— (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act ,-

(a) the President and members of a Village Panchayat, who are elected or deemed to
have been elected and holding office as such immediately before the date of constitution of
such Village Panchayat as Third Grade Municipality under this Act, shall be deemed to be the
Chairman and members of such Third Grade Municipality elected under this Act and such
Chairman and members shall continue to hold office upto such date as the State Government
may, by notification, fix in this behalf or, in case no such date is fixed, upto the date on which
their term of office would expire under the Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu
Act 21 of 1994) and such Chairman and members shall exercise all powers and perform all
duties conferred on the Chairman and members by or under this Act.

(b)all the employees, other than the provincialised employees, of the Village
Panchayat, immediately before its constitution as Third Grade Municipality, shall be the
employees of such Third Grade Municipality under this Act. The provincialised employees
shall continue to serve under the Third Grade Municipality and they shall be transferred by
the Director of Rural Development within three months from the date on which such Third
Grade Municipality is constituted under this Act.

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1), the provisions of this Act and the rules
made thereunder shall apply to the Third Grade Municipality referred to in sub-section (1)],

3-N. Chapter to override other laws .— (1) The provisions of this Chapter shall have
effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith contained in this Act or any other law.

1. Substituted for the words "Town Panchayats" by the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities
(Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 2004).

2. Substituted for the words "Panchayat Town" by ibid.

Substituted for the words "Town Panchayat" by ibid.

4. Inserted by the Tamil Nadu 'District Municipalities (Amendment) Act, 2004 (Tamil Nadu
Act 24 of 2004).
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(2) Save as otherwise provided in sub-section (1), the provisions of this Chapter shall
be, in addition to, and not in derogation of, any other provisions of this Act.

[CHAPTER I-B

TOWN PANCHAYATS
3-0O. Application of Chapter.— This Chapter shall apply only to the Town Panchayats.
3-P. Formation of Town Panchayats.— (1) The Governor,

(@) may, having regard to the revenue generated for local administration, the
percentage of employment in non-agricultural activities, the economic importance or such
other factors as he deems fit, by notification, classify and declare every local area comprising
a revenue village or villages or any portion of a revenue village or contiguous portions of
two or more revenue villages and having a population estimated at not less than thirty
thousand as a Panchayat Town for the purposes of this Act ; and

(b) shall, by notification, specify the name of such Panchayat Town:

(2) In every Panchayat Town declared as such under sub-section (1), there shall be
established a Town Panchayat.

(3) (a) The Governor may, by notification, exclude from a Panchayat Town any area
comprised therein.

(b) In regard to any area excluded under clause (a), the Governor may, by
notification under sub-section (1), declare it to be a Panchayat Town or include it in any
contiguous Panchayat Town under clause (c) (i)

(c) The Governor may, by notification -

(i) include in a Panchayat Town any local area contiguous thereto ; or

(ii) cancel or modify a notification issued under sub-section (1) ; or

(iii) alter the name of the Panchayat Town specified under clause (b) of sub-
section (1).

(d) Before issuing a notification under clause (a) or under clause (b) read with sub-
section (1) or under clause (c), the Governor shall give the Town Panchayat or Town
Panchayats which will be affected by the issue of such notification, a reasonable opportunity
for showing cause against the proposal and shall consider the explanations and objections, if
any, of such Town Panchayat or Town Panchayats.

(4) Any rate-payer or inhabitant of such area or any Town Panchayat concerned, may,
if he or it objects to any notification under sub-section (1) or sub-section (3), appeal to the
High Court within such period as may be prescribed.

1. Chapter I-B inserted by Tamil Nadu Act 18 of 2006.
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3-Q. Constitution of Town Panchayats.— (1) Save as provided under sub-section (2),
every Town Panchayat shall consist of the elected members as determined under Section 3-X.

(2) The following persons shall be represented in the Town Panchayat, namely :-

(a) the members of the House of the People and the members of the State Legislative
Assembly representing a constituency comprising the whole or any part of the Town
Panchayat ; and

(b) the members of the Council of States who are registered as electors within the
area of the Town Panchayat.

(3) The members of the House of the People, the State Legislative Assembly and the
Council of State referred to in clauses (a) and (b) of subsection 2 shall be entitled to take part
in the proceedings but shall not have the right to vote in the meetings of the Town Panchayat.

3-R. Incorporation of Town Panchayats.— (1) A Town Panchayat shall be constituted
for each Panchayat Town consisting of such number of elected members, with effect fro