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Glossary of terms 

terms Description 

17-Zones of indian 
railways 

central railway (cr), eastern railway (er), east 
central railway (ecr), east coast railway (ecor), 
Northern railway (Nr), North central railway (Ncr), 
North eastern railway (Ner),  Northeast Frontier 
railway (NFr/NeFr), North Western railway 
(NWr), southern railway (sr), south central 
railway (scr),  south eastern railway (ser), 
southeast central railway (secr),  south Western 
railway (sWr), Western railway (Wr),  West central 
railway (Wcr) & metro railway, Kolkata (mr) 

8-railway 
Production units 

chittaranjan Locomotive Works (cLW), chittaranjan;  
Diesel Locomotive Works (DLW), varanasi; integral 
coach  Factory (icF), chennai; rail coach Factory 
(rcF), Kapurthala; rail Wheel Factory (rWF), 
yelahanka; rail Wheel Plant (rWP), Bela; Diesel 
Loco modernisation Works (DmW), Patiala, rail 
coach Factory (rcF), raebareilly; 

average lead  average haul of a passenger or a tonne of freight 

Broad Gauge   it is a rail gauge (1,676 mm) commonly used in india 
of movement of rail traffic 

capital-at-charge  the capital-at-charge represents the central 
Government's investment in railways by way of 
loan capital and value of the assets thus created.  

Demand recoverable unrealized earnings recoverable on account of 
rent/lease of land and buildings, interest and 
maintenance charges of sidings etc. 

extra Budgetary 
resources 

resources of ir other than general budget support and 
internally generated resources 

Gross traffic 
receipts 

receipts of railways through its operations 

metre Gauge  it is a rail gauge (1,000 mm) still used in some parts of  
india of movement of rail traffic 

New lines  construction/laying of new railway links/lines not 
existed earlier  

Operating ratio the ratio of working expenses (excluding suspense but 
including appropriation to Depreciation reserve Fund 
and Pension Fund) to gross earnings. 

Ordinary Working 
expenses 

expenditure on administration, operation, 
maintenance  and repairs, contribution to Depreciation 
reserve Fund and Pension Fund 

capital expenditure expenditure incurred for creation, acquisition, 
construction and replacement of assets 
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revenue 
expenditure 

expenditure incurred for day to day operations, 
maintenance of railways including dividend payment 

strategic lines railway lines of strategic importance constructed at 
the request of  Defence  

traffic suspense unrealised operational earnings of the railways  

route Kilometre the distance between two points on the railways 
irrespective of the number of lines connecting them, viz 
single line, double line etc. 

total Working 
expenditure 

Ordinary working expenditure and appropriation to 
Depreciation reserve Fund and Pension Fund 

staff Productivity it is measured in terms of volume of traffic handled (in 
terms of NtKm) per thousand employees.  

capital Output ratio the amount of capital employed to produce one unit of 
output (total traffic in NtKms) 

Net  surplus Difference between the gross earnings and the working 
expenses after the payment of dividend to general 
revenues 

Other coaching 
earnings 

earnings from transportation of parcels, luggage and 
post office mail  and catering etc.,  

Passenger earnings earnings from carrying passengers on rail 

Freight earnings earnings from carrying goods on rail 
 


